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1. Appointment of new President and Vice-Chancellor 
 
The University of Sheffield announced on 26 June the appointment of Professor Koen 
Lamberts as its next President and Vice-Chancellor.  Professor Lamberts will join the 
University on 1 November, moving from the University of York where he has been Vice-
Chancellor and President since 2014.  Professor Lamberts holds undergraduate degrees in 
Philosophy and Psychology and a PhD in Experimental Psychology, and his research has 
focused upon cognitive processes in perception, memory and decision making, and the 
mathematical and computational modelling of these processes.  Amongst many regional and 
national roles, he is a board member (immediate past chair) of the N8 Research Partnership 
and of the Russell Group. 
 
2. NIHR Sheffield Biomedical Research Centre: Translational Neuroscience for 

Chronic Neurological Disorders (April 2017- March 2022) 
 
The annual report for the first year of the BRC was submitted to the NIHR Central 
Commissioning Facility in May. Feedback received in September was very positive, 
acknowledging good progress against all shortterm objectives, highlighting the £9.5m 
additional grant funding attracted in year, the numerous novel therapeutic approaches 
developed by BRC and SITraN investigators and commending excellent PPIE activities.  
Equally positive feedback has been received following formal annual review by the 
international external advisory board chaired by Prof Paul Matthews from Imperial College 
London.  Regarding the PET-MRI scanner, planning and preparatory work is now complete 
and subject to STHFT Board approval it is anticipated that the building contractor Kier will be 
on site in November.  Fundraising for the scanner has been highly successful.  £1.8m has 
been raised to date and there is a high level of confidence that the £2m target will be 
achieved soon. 
 
Examples of major successes involving BRC and SITraN investigators include: 
 

i. £2.3m NIHR/MRC Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME) award to 
Professors John Snowden, Basil Sharrack, Cindy Cooper and colleagues.  Following 
the high profile attention the interim MIST study results generated earlier this year, 
the STAR-MS trial will compare Autologous Haematopoietic Stem Cell 
Transplantation (AHSCT) treatment with Alemtuzumab for Relapsing Remitting 
multiple sclerosis in around 19 UK sites. This collaborative achievement involves the 
Clinical Trials Research Unit team at ScHARR, including Stephen Walters and Diana 
Papaioannou, who will provide support to deliver the study and Prof Annalena 
Venneri will lead on a neuropsychology element. 

ii. $1m new collaboration with US-based Biotechnology company FORMA 
Therapeutics.  Dr Heather Mortiboys from SITraN will lead this 3y partnership 
project to develop novel therapeutic molecules in Parkinson’s disease (PD) and 
certain forms of Motor Neuron Disease. The project will focus on using patient cells 
to understand the complex biology underpinning PD and Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS) and to harness this technology for novel drug discovery. 

iii. The HeadUp collar, which provides bespoke neck support for patients with advanced 
MND, was developed in Sheffield by a multidisciplinary team involving TUoS, SHU 
and STHFT, led by Prof Chris McDermott.  HeadUp is now marketed by TalarMade 

F 



in Chesterfield and within only a few months has been taken up by more than 25 
NHS Trusts across the country. 

 
3.  Major new academic appointments in Oncology 
 
Professor Thomas Helleday has been recruited from the Karolinska Institutet in Sweden 
and joined the University in August.  Professor Helleday returns to TUoS as a Chair of 
Translational Oncology 20 years after he first came to the Medical School to conduct post-
doctoral research in the late 1990s.  In 2005, whilst initially at the University, Professor 
Helleday and his team of researchers demonstrated how PARP (poly-ADP ribose 
polymerase) inhibitors could be used as a tailored treatment for patients with BRCA2 
mutations, which are seen in both hereditary ovarian and breast cancer.  The discovery was 
licensed to the pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca, who continued the development 
process and undertook successful clinical trials. The resulting Lynparza (olaparib) drug has 
now become the first treatment to be approved for secondary breast cancer patients with the 
BRCA gene mutation.   
 
Thomas has already established his own research group within the department of Oncology 
and Metabolism at the Medical School, and has instituted a vibrant seminar series with 
external speakers that are potential recruits with skills in cutting edge oncology therapeutic 
techniques and personalised medicine.  He is playing a leading role in developing the vision 
of creating a world-class multi-disciplinary Cancer Centre in Sheffield, and is hosting a 
Cancer Centre Away Day involving NHS and academic colleagues to progress this on Friday 
26th October at the Edge.    
 
Professor Syed Hussain has been recruited from the University of Plymouth and will join 
the University on 1 November as a Professor of Medical Oncology with a special interest in 
uro-oncology, particularly bladder cancer.  Professor Hussain has a national and 
international profile in conducting clinical trials in this area, including cutting edge 
immunotherapy.   
 
Dr Carmel Pezaro has been recruited from Australia where she has worked as a medical 
oncologist with a particular focus on prostate cancer since 2013, and also as a clinical senior 
lecturer at Monash University, Melbourne.  Initially appointed to an NHS medical oncology 
post at STHFT, Carmel has subsequently secured a prestigious 5y YCR senior clinical 
fellowship and so will spend 50% of her time on clinical research in uro-oncology.  As 
Carmel trained outside the UK she is currently applying to the GMC for a Certificate of 
Eligibility for Specialist Registration (CESR) and therefore Carmel has joined STHFT in a 
locum consultant role pending taking up her new fellowship.  
 
Professor Hussain and Dr Pezaro’s recruitment will further strengthen our uro-oncology 
research team, complementing our existing medical oncology team in this area that includes 
Dr Linda Evans and Professor Janet Brown, and our academic surgical uro-oncology team 
led by Professor Jim Catto.   
 
4.  New Professor of Clinical Immunity and Infection 
 
Professor Sarah Rowland-Jones, Professor of Immunology and Honorary Consultant in 
Infectious Diseases at the University of Oxford will take up an academic appointment with 
TUoS as Florey Professor of Clinical Immunity and Infection in November.  Professor 
Rowland-Jones is a Fellow of Christ Church Oxford and is the current President of the Royal 
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene.  Her research interest is in understanding 
immunity to virus infection with a focus upon how immune responses modify the outcome of 
HIV and other viral infections. Professor Rowland-Jones will be a major player in the Florey 
Institute alongside Professor Simon Foster, Dr David Partridge and Dr Paul Collini and will 



mentor the pipeline of young clinical academics in Infectious Diseases, Microbiology and the 
University Department of Infection, Immunity and Cardiovascular Disease (IICD). 
 
5. Senior Research Fellowship renewal for Dr Allan Lawrie 
 
Dr Allan Lawrie from IICD has secured a second term as a Senior Basic Science Research 
Fellow of the British Heart Foundation, competitively renewed in full, to progress his 
research on understanding the molecular mechanisms in pulmonary arterial 
hypertension.  This major award of £841,232 over 5 years is a great achievement for Dr 
Lawrie and boost for this team of scientists to continue the translational work on the OPG-
FAS-TRAIL therapeutic target identified in his lab.  Dr Lawrie works very closely with 
Professor David Kiely and colleagues within the Pulmonary Vascular Disease Unit at STHFT 
and planning for early phase clinical trials of new potential PH therapeutics arising from his 
work is well underway.  
 
6.  Workforce developments: Trainee Nurse Associates  
 
In October the School of Nursing and Midwifery at TUoS successfully secured the tender for 
the South Yorkshire Trainee Nurse Associate (TNA) contract. The contract was initially to 
train 120 TNAs across South Yorkshire and Bassetlaw managed through South Yorkshire 
Region Excellence Centre with STHFT as Lead Partner. Since then this number has risen to 
147 TNAs with 69 appointed to STHFT. Interviews for STHFT applicants were held last week 
and 60 were successfully appointed from >80 applicants. Further interviews will be taking 
place over the next few weeks so STHFT are confident that they will secure a cohort of 69. 
This month 2 Clinical Educators (both from STHFT) were successfully appointed to support 
the new January cohort along with 2 full time and 2 half time University Teachers. 
 
7.  Third cohort of fellows join the Sheffield Clinical Research Academy 
 
After 2 successful cohorts, we've recently recruited to the third round of the Sheffield Clinical 
Research Academy and have appointed four clinicians, three from STHFT, all of whom will 
start in January 2019.  Fellows will spend one day per week within ScHARR mentored to 
develop competitive applications to NIHR and other grant funders. 
  
Carla Gianfrancesco (Senior Specialist Diabetes Dietitian, STHFT): Evaluating the use of 
technology in clinical dietetic practice 
Matt Lee (Colorectal Surgical Trainee, STHFT): Addressing research gaps in a common 
emergency surgical condition 
Sean White (Home Enteral Feed Dietitian, STHFT): Making quality shared decisions with 
MND patients 
Laura di Bona (Occupational Therapist / Engagement Manager, SHSC):  Improving the 
wellbeing of peer support workers in mental health 
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Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre 
 
The Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre is now in the process of being built with the steel 
frame in place. The Centre is due for completion in Autumn 2019 and we are currently 
setting up the partnership and stakeholder arrangements. 
 
University Partnership Working 
 
Sheffield Hallam University, The University of Sheffield and Sheffield Hospitals Trust are 
funding a project manager role for 12 months to undertake a project to examine how the 
universities and health providers of Sheffield might work more effectively together to carryout 
major projects across the region, including the acquisition of funding, and the promotion of 
shared research and innovation. Interviews are being held for the project manager position 
at the end of November. 
 
Sandpit events 
 
Colleagues from Sheffield Hallam University and the University of Sheffield have been taking 
part in events to develop and promote research collaborations between the two universities. 
Two events have so far taken place and we will look forward to the evaluation of the events 
to ascertain what has been achieved. 
 
Recruitment to courses for the Health Professions 
 
Overall recruitment has gone well in terms of recruitment to undergraduate courses for the 
range of health professional courses we provide. The only course we have experienced 
difficulty with is physician' associates and following consultation with the HEE and other 
stakeholders we are suspending the commencement of the Physician Associate Course until 
January 2020, instead of January 2019. 
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